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relationship between privacy concerns and the number of applications, the hypothests
can be accepted. This path shows a significant negative coefficlent (Bospe = =0.19, p=0,000). People
who are concerned about their online privacy tend to use fewer Social Web applications, However,
regarding the hypothesized effect of the number of applications used on self-disclosure, the calculated
path model shows a high negative path coeflicient (0 1 = ~0.35, p = 0,000). This result s cantrary
to the propased hypothesis (H5b rejected). Individuals who only use a few different Social Web
applications tend 1o reveal more personalinformation, Users seem to focus on specific applications and
stay within these,

Furthermore, this assumption is supported by the finiding that the disclosure of sensitive Information
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. apphications positively intluences the level of self-disclosure a),
Concerning the relationship between privacy concerns and the number of applications, the hypothesis
can be accepted. This path shows a significant negative coefficient (fus pe = —0.19, p =0.000), People
who are concerned about their online privacy tend to use fewer Social Web applications. However,
regarding the hypothesized effect of the number of applications used on self-disclosure, the caleulated
path model shows a high negative path coefficient (.01 1 = —0,35, p = 0,000). This result is contrary

to the proposed hypothesis (H5b rejected). Individuals who only use a few different Social Web

applications tend to reveal more personal information. Users seem to focus on specific applications and

stay within these,

Furthermore, this assumption is supported by the finding that the disclosure of sensitive information
in particular ~ either restricted or open — is higher negatively related to the number of applications
used than the disclosure of personal facts. People who use only a small number of different Social Web
applications disclose a lot of sensitive information on the Social Web, Conversely, the disclosure of
factual information is hardly refated to the number of applications,

Hypothesis H5c must also be rejected. The path coefficients of self-disclosure with open and
restricted access are similar, Thus, users scem to concentrate their self-disclosing behavior on specific
Social Web applications. This might be explained with users' strong focus on communication with
friends and family. It was found that e.p. SNS are more often used for maintaining social relationships

than for finding new contagts (Boyd & Ellison, 2007; Fllison et al., 2007), If users wish to communicate
and maintain contact with close friends and family, it is not necessary for them to use manyfold
applications, particularly when users know that their comments will be addressed on a daily basis
(Ellison et al,, 2007, 2011; Haythornthwaite, 2005),
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