CITY OF LYNWOOD TREE CANOPY PRIORITIZATION

SUMMARY & NEXT STEPS

Urban Forestry
Policies

A majority of respondents agreed that there are

barriers to tree planting and tree care in Lynwood.

Survey responses were mixed in indicating city
and resident responsibility in contributing to
these barriers. Resident (mis)perceptions and the
need for education were identified as barriers,
especially to care and maintenance. Respondents
also described barriers that are not necessarily
under the city’s control, such as physical barriers
and financial barriers.

Collectively, survey respondents chose
“replacement trees” among the highest priorities
for tree canopy in the City of Lynwood, second
only to air quality. City representatives shared
with the project team that their approach to
replacing trees is “remove one, plant one.” While
this is a common replacement ratio in urban
forestry policies, it is not ideal, as a newly planted
tree can take several decades to grow a fully
mature canopy and provide the benefits of the
previous, mature tree. To maintain the services
provided by their urban tree canopy, Lynwood
may benefit from revising their ordinances to
incorporate adjustments for the size of the tree
removed and other considerations.
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The City of Lynwood may also consider
undergoing the process of creating an Urban
Forestry Management Plan (UFMP) to guide
their future urban forestry efforts. The State of
California provides guidance for urban forestry
and forest health and annual CAL FIRE grants of
up to $1.5 million are available to municipalities
through CAL FIRE to develop UFMPs (though
the current funding cycle is paused due to budget
delays). Both CURes and TreePeople have
experience working with cities to propose and
develop these plans and stand ready to continue
working with the City of Lynwood on urban
forestry planning and policies.

Box 2. Resources for Next Steps

This report from San Mateo County’s Tree
Ordinances Steering Committee provides
detailed policy options

The State of California provides guidance and

funding through CAL FIRE for municipalities
to develop Urban Forestry Management Plans
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Next Steps

This report shows that there is great opportunity
for the City of Lynwood to increase its urban
forest. Analysis of the tree canopy data showed
that 41% of the land area of the city may

be feasible for planting trees. Through the
community-based prioritization process, it was
found that the highest priority areas for planting
are located in the eastern and western edges of
the city. This spatially represents the most chosen
benefits of trees for survey participants, including
Air Quality, Replacement Trees, Reduce Heat,
Low Tree Canopy, and Schools. It is notable that
the western edge of the city was not nearly as
prominent in the Tree Summit mapping exercise
in which attendees placed pins on the map where
they wanted trees (Figure sa). This may indicate a
lack of representation in the summits from people
living or working in the western areas of the city,
and may be a focus of follow-up community
engagement.

In the immediate term, the results can help
inform the planting of 1,000 trees through a
Cal Fire grant secured by TreePeople in 2020
in partnership with the City of Lynwood. An
additional 200 fruit trees will be given away to
residents to plant on their properties, including
to those who attended the tree summits. This
information was provided at the Tree Summit,
which enabled participants to provide feedback
with the knowledge that it would have an
immediate impact in guiding tree planting efforts
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in Lynwood. The community engaged process
also served to help TreePeople gain community
feedback and support before planting the trees.
Participants were encouraged to get involved
by volunteering with TreePeople’s future tree
plantings in Lynwood.

In the longer term, this report and the associated
tools can aid in furthering urban forestry planning
and initiatives in the city. Additionally, Lynwood’s
prioritization is part of a regional effort by the
project team to conduct prioritizations in the
cities of Commerce, Paramount, Vernon, and
Montebello. The work in Lynwood will only be
strengthened by being part of this Gateway Cities
initiative.

The prioritization approach allowed for the use

of a high resolution, high accuracy assessment

of tree canopy in the City of Lynwood as

a foundation of a data-driven community
engagement process. This helped to increase
community awareness of the importance of urban
trees; involve residents and other stakeholders

in decision-making regarding the urban forest;
and provide maps and other information that can
support the city to grow its urban forest. Together,
this approach can contribute to a greater sense of
stewardship for the trees in Lynwood and have an
impact on the long-term success and resilience of
urban forestry efforts.
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