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The Role of Domestic Animals in the
Teaching and Management of Nature







Popular Feeding Station for Feral Cats
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The Ballona Weftlands are the
last remaining open space
weftland in LA County %




Ballona — Death by Development
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Ballona — Death by Development
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Ballona — Death by Development

figure 1-1
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In 2005
600 of the original
2,000 acres of the
historical
Ballona Wetlands
(in yellow)
officially becomes
an
Ecological Reserve

California Department of Fish and Game
South Coast Region
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LMU‘LA Online Inf.ormation about I
Loyola Marymount Ballona Dlscovery Park w BALLONA

University WETLANDS

Located at: 13110 Bluff Creek Drive,
(off Lincoln Boulevard) Playa Vista, CA 90094

Center for Urban Resilience (CURes)
http://cures.Imu.edu/our-programs/education/ballona-discovery-park/

Friends of Ballona Wetlands
http://www.ballonafriends.org/visit_discovery park.html

e U

Friends Contact:

(310) 306-5994
info@ballonafriends.org

CURes Contact:

(310) 338-5104
CURes@Imu.edu

http://cures.Imu.edu/ http://www.ballonafriends.org/
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Where to go to “Explore and Experience Ballona!”
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Over the past 25 years, over 95,000 volunteers have helped restore 8 acres

of Dunes Habitat that once covered 30 miles of Southern California Coast Line
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Thanks to the Friends restoration efforts over the past 25 years, the
dunes are now once again home to many forms of life.
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Tongva, People of the Earth
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Prints of "Wiyot’s Children” by Mary Leighton Thomson are available on
the Friends Website: http://www.ballonafriends.org/history.html



The Tongva people
domesticated wild
dogs who then
became part of their
hunter-gatherer
community




Tulas include several species of buirushes which
| <@ drom i1 marahy areas. They had many uses o
|~ the Tanges community

“Wiyot's Children” is an oil painting created by Mary Leighton Thomson. The painting is a product of extensive research that Thomson conducted
on the Gabrielino/Tongva people. It is one of only a few depictions showing the early lifestyle of the people native to the Ballona Wetlands

Humans have depended upon the Ballona Wetlands for thousands of
years. The earliest inhabitants of the area were Native Americans.




Ballona Discovery Park — a model of wetlands habitat

With educational displays and interactive learning components
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Biodiversity

From sea lettuce to cormorants, lagoons support A
plants and animals of all kinds. This diversity of life, v
or biodiversity, is an important part of any balanced 4
ecosystem. The plants and animals of the lagoon v ’
contribute to a larger food web that extends through '
the entire wetlands. Restoration efforts are helping to !
maintain these complex interactions. '\

LEAST TERN
KESTREL

CALIFORNIA GULL

SHRIKE

DANCER A‘
DRAGONFLY |

D e N

~ ~
S\ DARKLING >
L3S »

BEETLE Sz 7 ‘\

S -

.4'4’ :

oS
TOP SMELT

Copyright © Kendra Karr
1




My Dog stays on a Iecsg . '
© oy 9 - I keep my cat inside
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The Challenge of Pets

Household pets can be a significant
threat to the natural biodiversity of an
area. Native species such as songbirds
and rodents may not be prepared to
protect themselves. Fragile plant life
can be easily damaged by excited,
romping animals. The final result is that
only a few of the heartiest species will
remain. Requiring dogs to be leashed as
their owners enjoy the wetlands, and
keeping cats at home, are just a couple
of ways to support restoration efforts by
protecting vulnerable species.




Pet Animal Dumping in the Wetlands

Domestic Rabbits




Pet Animal Dumping in the Wetlands

Red-eared Slider Turtle




imal Dumping in the Wetlands

Pet An

Boa Constrictor Snake




Pet Animal Dumping in the Wetlands
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Pet Animal Dumping in the Wetlands
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: - CAR WASH ; :
@ [they use less water]

LIMIT USE OF
PESTICIDES AND

CARPQOL

. VOLUNTEER TO KEEP
 NATURAL SPACES

‘CLEAN AND HEALTHY
"go to: www.ballonafriehds.or@ |




A Delicate Balance




The Delicate balance and diversity of wildlife in the Ballona Dunes
can be negatively affected by Domestic Pets
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LMU CURes and its partners The Bay Foundation and Friends of
Ballona Wetlands are trying to educate the public about this
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