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Finding an on-ramp to the 
DPLA: Loyola Marymount 
University’s partnership 
with Calisphere 

Shilpa Rele | Digital Program Librarian 
Loyola Marymount University 
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by VRA, ARLISNA-SC and SCA | Laguna College of Art 
+ Design 
 
August 15, 2016 



Private, mid-sized 
university 
 
Only Jesuit University  in 
SoCal 
 
Undergraduate students: 
6612 
  
Graduate students: 2099 
 
Law School students: 
9295 
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LMU Digital Collections Profile 

n  Digital collections: 7 years old 

n  Total digital objects: 9628 

n  Digital Asset Management 
System: CONTENTdm 

n  No restrictions on access 
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Collaboration 

n  Strategic initiative for library 

n  Calisphere + on-ramp to DPLA 

n  DPLA only works with content/service hubs 

n  Smaller institutions cannot participate in DPLA by themselves 
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Process (for LMU) 
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Other collaboration 
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Usage Statistics: 2015-2016 
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Top 5 accessed 
collections  
(May 2016) 

Number of hits by collection  

0

5,000

10,000

15,000

20,000

25,000

Jun-15 Oct-15 May-16 Sep-15 Dec-15 Feb-16 Mar-16 Nov-15 Aug-15 Jan-16 Jul-15 Apr-16 

Jun-15 Oct-15 May-16 Sep-15 Dec-15 Feb-16 Mar-16 Nov-15 Aug-15 Jan-16 Jul-15 Apr-16 



+
Usage Statistics: May 2016 

Collection Name # hits in May 2016 
(% increase 12 months) 

Changing Face of Southern California 24,362  (1,396%) 

LMU Historical Photograph Collection 22,449 (2,014%) 

Dockweiler Family Papers 18,548 (7,793%) 

Werner von Boltenstern Shanghai Photograph Collection 17355 (2,304%) 

J. D. Black Papers 16870 (2,617%) 

Top 5 Collections Accessed in May 2016 



Thank you! 
 

Shilpa Rele 
shilpa.rele@lmu.edu 
Twitter: @shilparele 
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