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My EAMILY MEASURES TIME BY
BIRTHD AY CAKES.




HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
mom!

1T 15 HPPEDFEIATE
THAT THERE IS JuST
Il ONE cANDLE ON HER

}{ CAKE, AND NOT B; -

wow! TE}PH‘:" nw MGTHEE‘ 3 &i!
WE TOOK HER TO HER EAVORITE

== BECAUSE, SHE IS GETTING
ITALIAN RESTALRANT.

VOLNGER EVERYDAY.

R
o e e




/‘ﬁ@gj\
{.ﬁ QUESTION

maRk!

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY

MAYEE,
MOM
FORGOT
HOW OLP
I Aam2

BIRTHDAY
mam!

I MUST BE SETTING OLR
mYy MmOm HAS NEVER PUT A QUESTION
MARK ON MY BIRTHDAY CAKE BEFORE!

MY DALUGHTER ANGELICA ON
HER Z5TH BIRTHDAY!

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
BLINNY!

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
HONEY!




IT SEEMS LIKE
YESTERDAY,

SHE WAS JUST
A BARY! —-

MY CAP'S LAST
BIRTHIPAY CAKE WAS
OF HIm 1N A

ROCKING CHAIR!

FCHE S &

HE'S BEEN EC' I"'1E

ZO-YEARS, NOW.

MY BROTHER
DAVID WAS ONLY
35 WHEN HE
IBLEW OUT HIS
LAST CANDLE. HE
[PiEp TOO

ONCE, I MAPE A
CAKE FOR mY

LITTLE BROTHER,
ERICH —-

== BUT,
EVEN HIS
HAIR 1S GRAY
NOowW! HE
THIMNKS
BECAUSE I R
AM A GIRL, T
SHOULP
WATCH OVER
MOmMm WHEN
IT'S TIME.




THEN, THE PROBLEMS STARTEP WITH MOM ...

WHAT 0O
YOU MEAN YOU
WERE IN AN
ACCIPENTZ =—-

HI mom!
WHAT'S LIP2

--= ARE YOU
OKAYZ ===

=== WAIT ... SLOW
POWN. JUST TELL ME
WHAT HAPPENED---

--- ARE YOu

PIP SOMEONE HIT
youz ---

HOME NOWZ —--

-== OKAY, T AM ON
my way! ——-

---YES, T AM LEAVING
RIGHT NOW,

LORE, PLEASE
WATCH OVER my
MOTHER.




MAYBE, SHE
NEEDS TO GOY

J

TO THE
HOSPITALZ

| mMAYBE, I
SHOULD CALL

"\

(" oumy son1

CAN SEE HER CAR PARKED
IN THE
PRIVEWAY AND THE
FRONT END IS
SMASHED IN/




mom! OPEN THE
rOOoR!!

ARE YOuz

Iu

SED MY KEY ...

THE PHONE!

WHO ARE YOU
TALKING TO?2




AND SHE
SLAMMED ON HER B
BRAKES I

;;;.'::'_-:-_'." '.‘i:._
I FOUND MY mOM TALKING TO THE
INSLRANCE COMPANY.

Nol 1T
1S NOT MY
EALLT!

IT WAS HER FALULT. SHE REAR ENDE
SOMECNE; BUT, SHE WASN'T HAVING 1T.

SHE JUST
sTOPPEDR!

THAT CRAZY N
LapY JusT
- STOPPED IN THE
& | MIDDLE OF TRAFFIC
TO LET SOMEONE

THE WHOLE THING. SOMETHING WAS OFF ...

llllllllll
rrrrrrrrrr
e e e a a

" 50, T HIT HER IN
THE REAR!

SHE SEEMED UNLSUALLY SLEEFUL ABOUT




YES, T WAS
IN AN
ACCIDENT $IX
MONTHS AGO.
WHAT DOES THAT
HAVE TO PO

WITH
ANYTHINGZ 4

IPONT
1 CARE WHAT
2 THE Law 15!

YOu
WEREN'T

MAYBE YOU PON'T

SHOLLD NOT TELL ME ;.5
BE DRIVING ‘
ANYMORE. T WAS DRIVING 5

MAYRE, YOU BECORE YOU

& WERE PRIVING WERE BORN!

 \ 100 cLose?




MOMm, LET ME SEE
YOLR EYES.

IAam N

FINE! T PON'T Y
NEED A
POCTOR.

I CHECKEP HER QUT AND LOOKEP
INTQ HER EYES. SHE REFLSED
TO 60 TO THE POCTOR.

YOU'RE NOT
THE BOSS OF me! T

WILL PO WHAT I
WANT.

SHE TURNEP ON THE TV ANP
PULLEDR POWN THE SHADE .

AU FAe
I PECIPEDR TO STAY THE NIGH
HER SOME PINNER.

T, AND MADPE

| AFTER DINNER, SHE BEGAN LOCKING ALL THE WINDOWS.

WILL CLIMB
THROUGH THE
WINPOWS, ==

== PO TERRIBLE
THINGS TO ME ...

B -
SOMEONE 38

S

.

ROE ME, AND KILL
A us!! HAPPENS ALL THE
: TIMe!!




: mom, PON'T BE
RIPICULOUS! NO ONE 15

GOING TO CLIMB THROLGH
THE WINPOW. YOU HAVE

- AN ALARM!

You
PON'T KNOW
THAT! ALL THEY
HAVE TO DO 15
CUT THE WIRES,
SHERLOCK!

I PON'T REMEMEER MY MmOMm
EVER ACTING THIS WAY.

ANDC WENT TO BER

EARLY, THE NEXT MORNING ... | [P

4

ITOWD YOU TO N
LOCK THE WINDOWS
BEFORE YOU WENT TO/ ji

WE WATCHED SOME T.V.

ALL THE WINPOWS WERE
LOCKED FOR THE NIGHT.

TRUST YOu! WHERE
ARE YOU GOING IN

PON'T LIE
TO ME! T CAN'T

YOUR COAT



I WENT OQUTSIPE AN THOUGHT
ABOUT JUST LEAVING.

PP SHE
JUST SAY
SHE CAN'T
TRUST ME2
WHAT THE
HELLZ

T SAT ON THE PORCH LONG ENOLGH TO
FEEL SORRY FOR MVYSELR

WHY 15 SHE
SO MEANZ

. ANP I TOOK HER EF?E-‘EE':" SHOPPING;

COME ON
Mmom, T'LL
TAKE YOU
SHOPPING.

et

&

BUT, IT WASN'T EASY.




" VOU PON'T REALLY
WANT TO TAKE YOUR

ARE JUST POING 1T
BECALSE YOU THINK
YOU HAVE TO.

VOU'RE o
READING YOUR \
SCHOOL BOOK

BECALISE YOU
WOULD RATHER
NOT BE HERE.

-= AND
BECALSE T THINK
YOU SHOULP NOT

BE DRIVING ...

T AM TAKING YOU
SHOPPING BECAUSE YOU
WRECKED YOLR CAR AND
YOU NEED GROCERIES —- 48

1 NGTIE’EE‘ ﬁw MO [
was acTing & |
LITTLE JUVENILE.

ﬁ.\‘ T

.ﬂ.ﬂl




I'M TAKING THE SHOPPING CART Y iirs R I AM READING
AND T AM GOING TO BLUY SOME [gkgelill on o @4( BECAUSE I HAVE
WINE FOR TONIGHT! {Iwad ol L RN HOMEWORK. MOM,
- Y. PaEE WAIT LUp! --

A LITTLE
CABERNET, SOME
[ CHEESE AND CRACKERS,




LATER THAT DAY, MOM 60T HER == AND WAS REAPY FOR THAT BOTTLE
FAVORITE SWEATER ON —- OF WINE. SHE WENT INTO THE KITCHEN.

oeas iy P e e T R
sen HE et e e

WouLr
YOU LIKE A
GLASS OF
WINEZ

I wouLp
LOVE SOME!

 ANP 60T TWO




== THEN SHE POLRED THE
WINE AND LOOKEP AT ME
AND SAID ...

THANK
YOU, FOR
OPENING THE
BOTTLE.

GLASS OF WINE.

AN SHE HANDPED ME A

MAYBE,
SHE JUST FORGOT.

MOM, YOU OPENEDP THE
BOTTLE OF WINE ...




STOP
CALLING ME A
LiAaR!

NG, YOU
OPENED THE
BOTTLE! PON'T
LIE TO YOUR
o, MOTHER! V.

YOou
OPENED THE
BOTTLE!

MELODY, 1
SAW you! poN'T
LIE, CHRISTIAN

MNOW, T WAS FINGER
POINTING!




: | MYSELE ... AND T EELT ASHAMEDR

SUPTPENLY, I COULD SEE

OKAY, SORRY mOm.

WEREN'T WE

GOING TO HAVE
SOME WINEZ

e R

POESN'T
MATTER.

s & Ul
WE NEVER SAIP ANOTHE

WORDP ABQUT IT.

o




ANGELICA, T 4
WANT TO TALK TO YOU
ABQUT YOUR
_ BRANDMOTHER.

YESTERDAY, NANA &
" REAR-ENDED A LADY; B
Ty AGAINI

MANA WAS IN A
CAR ACCIPENTZ
WHAT PO YOU

DON'T WORRY, SHE IS
OKAY. T THOUSHT BECAUSE YOU HAVE A
PEGREE IN PSYCHOLOGY, YOU MIGHT BE




: NANA 1=
STARTING TS SHOW
S|IENS OF SHORT TERMN

. MENORY LOSS.

THAT
HAPPENS AT HER

f BOTTLE OF WINE
AND FORGOT SHE

HOW PO YOU
KNOW THAT?Z

OFENED IT TEN
SECONDS

THANKED ME
FOR OPENING
IT, AND THEN
CALLED ME A LIAR
L WHEN I SAID
SHE OPENED £

IT!

" SHOULD MAKE A
POCTOR
APPOINTMENT

NEED TO BE THE

NOW, YOu

FOR HER.

I LOVE YOU
MOM.




I NEEPED SOME TIME TO PROCESS. 50, 1
PROVE DOWN TO THE BEACH.

T TURNED ON THE RAPIO.

?__j

WE CHOOSE HOW \_
WE ARE BOING TO
RESPOND IN EAMILIAL
3 SITUATIONS.

THE TOPIC ON THE RAPIO SEEMEDP TO BE e
SPEAKING TO ME.

WE CAN CHOOSE
LOVE AND PATIENCE.
WE ALL HAVE FALLTS,
ANE WE ALL NEED
LOVE AND

I FOUNP A GUIET PLACE WHERE T COULP BE
ALONE WITH MY THOLGHTS ...




HOW CAN T EE MORE LOVING,
MORE THOUGHTELL TOWARDPS MY
MOTHER?Z

e |QUIET TIME ALONE ALLOWS ME TO REFLECT
Bk AND SEE THINGS MORE CLEARLY.

I SHOULDN'T
YELL 8T HER.

¥ 1 proBaBLY
UPSET MY




T NEEDP TO BE
MORE
COMPASSIONATE,

I KNEW, TO LOVE HER
MORE WAS THE ANSWER.

I THOUGHT T Was
GOOT AND KIND; I'M

I Neegl TO
LEARN
. PATIENCE .




SR P S PSRN U | - TAKING STEPS; LIKE, A METAPHOR FOR
= ' CHANGE.

I PECIPED TO TAKE A WALK --

li:‘_; }H L . o i
1 Y
- THIS LIFE JOLURNEY WILL TAKE MANY STEPS TO GROW.

LIKE THIS BRIDGE, T CAN OVERCOME
OBSTACLES --




- BRACE WILL )
COME WITH
PERSEVERANCE.

THE OCEAN FELT LIKE HOPE FOR A NEW
BEGINNING --

o

IN

OTICED A LITTLE &IRL BREAK-AWAY
FROM HER MOTHER —--

-.::lll

oo

P EXPLORE THE OCEAN --

-- 10 6O A




nhln B,

== SHE REMINDPED ME OF MYSELE WHERN
| WANTEDP TO EXPLORE THE WORLDP --

ABOUT, AS HER MOTHER WATCHED FROM A
PISTANCE —-

et e s L R L
o

S e

== AS THE TIPE ROLLED QUT, SHE RAN
DPEEPER INTO THE WATER --

-- AS THE TIDE CAME RUSHING BACK IN,
SHE SCAMPERED BACK TO THE SAFE HARBOR
OF HER WAITING MOTHER —-

THE TIME HADP COME TO ASCEND TO THE
MNEXT LEVEL.

ik




Iam
GOING TO BED)
> SOON.

T WENT TO CHECK UP ON
MOM AFTER WORK ==

== WHEN I 60T T'HEE‘E FIE'GUNF' '53 Pm ‘S-HE WAS
WINPING POWN ANP ABOUT TO PRESS FOR BED —-

-= T WATCHED HER
AS SHE SKILLEULLY
TOOK HER EVENING
POSE OF PILLS, FOR
THIS AND THAT --

YOU ARE
WELCOMED
TO STAY THE
MNIGHT.

JUST FOR AN
HOUR. T HAVE
SOME
HOMEWORK.

SHE LOCKEDP THE WINDPOWS AND DPOOR —-

e




CON'T BURN
THE HOUSE
POWN.

WHATZ N

7 ONE LAMP 15 §

NOT BOING TO
BLRN THE
HOUSE
roOwn!!

=%om

g

ARE GOING

HOUSE

ICAN'T
SLeep!!!

TOBLRN THE |

ARE BLRNING
LUP ALL THE
ELECTRICITY!

T HAVE
HOMEWORK!



"1 DON'T CARE!
PO YOUR HOMEWORK
DLURING DAYLIGHT

" WORK DURING
; DAYLIGHT

. m{jm, e
4 PLEASE 60 VA
TO SLEEP T e

WILL BE
FINISHEDR 1IN

TURNING OFF THIS
LIGHT ANDP THAT 15
FINAL! NOW, 60 TO
BED
GOOPNIGHT!

YOU'RE TRYING TO
KILL ME.

WHATZ
TRYING TO KILL
YOou2 mom! THIS IS
CRAZY... IT IS ONLY
loPm,
GOOPNIGHT!!




A WEEK LATER, I FOUNE mY mOm UP AT
12:30 PM WATCHING T.N.

ARE YOU
WATCHING /-
FLIPPERZ &

YES, SO WHATZ ey T THOUGHT YOUu =

T LIKE FLIPPER! T § ] 60 TO BED EVERY {

CANDO WHATT Joia] NIGHT AT 10 Pm2 |
WANT. ~} ARE YOU PRINKING

WINEZ

LP DOING
LAUNDRY AND L

FELT LIKE W e E] O'CLOCK N
HAVING SOME WINE. S4¥ o S THE MORNING.,

FLIPPER 15 IN LOVE B T Bl wC SHOULD
WITH THIS WOMAN f8 # S 8. cO TOBED £

WHO IS DATING £ || i o el

THE RANGER... £ | | | s




WHERE 15
ROSEANNE?Z

I WAS LOOKING FOR ROSEANNE, A
GROUP MEMBER. I WANTED SOME

ACVICE.

MELOPY!

YOU LOOK
TROUBLED 4

i

IM THE PAST, SHE HAP SIVEN ME G000
APVICE ABOUT MY MOTHER.




FORGET THINGS, AND SHE 15
VACTING LIKE A KIR FRANKLY, SH
15 KIND OF MEAN TO ME.

REALLY?Z ¢
I5 THAT WHY

SHE SAID KEEPING \
ONE LIGHT ON WAS |

GOING TO BURN

DOWN THE HOUSE? |

SHE TOLD ME I

, WAS TRYING TO

MY MOM 1S STARTING TO %

IT 15 CALLED
RETROGENESIS. AS
WE GET OLPER, WE
EECOME YOUNG

AGAIN.

SUNDPOWNING. AS THE
EVENING COMES, SHE MAY |4
GET MORE ANYIOUS AND £

PERCIEIVE THINGS AS £
b THREATENING.




ROSEANNE. THIS
TALK HELFER

SURE. I
REMEMEER YOUR
MOm AT YOUR
1 PEFINITIVE PROMISE
A CEREMONY. SHE 15 A

: Bt - _ PRAY FOR HER.

s
.....

T RECALL MY mMmOM PINNING ON mY SHE WAS THERE WHEN I BEECAME A
FLOWER CORSAGE FOR MY CEREMONY. THIRP? ORPER CARMELITE IN THE CHURCH.




PRAY FOR ME;
BECAUSE, T GET REALLY
UPSET WHEN SHE ATTACKS MY
CHARACTER AND CALLS ME A
W\ LIAR! SHE SAYS, "CHRISTIAN 4
b GRL..CARMELITE!"

w1 WILL DON'T LET
g ) YOUR PRIPE GET IN THE |

7 T WILL TRY. IT 5

= HARD WHEN YOUR OWN
MOM CALLS YOU NAMES.
THANK YOU FOR THIS
TALK.

PLEASURE, e
MELODY. ANYTIME | 48
YOU NEED TO /4§
TALK.




LATER THAT PAY, T WENT TO mYy
MOM'S TO CHECK LUP ON HER.







THE PATH LED ME T
CHURCH --

O A

WHERE AM

IT'S ASH
WEPNESDAY. ¢

o, g e A

L L .

T SAW A PATH, SO | TOOK IT.

== T SAW AN ANGEL.




A GUARD STOOP AT THE
GATE. T WAS AFRAIL

T ASKED THE ANGEL IF T WAS DEAD2 ; ; il

THEN, T WAS WITH MY mOm IN THE PARK.

TS SHE PEAPZ THE ANGEL SAIG "NO.
BUT, NO ONE LIVES FOREVER.




I SAW TIME 60 BY, ANP WE
WERE LALGHING.

| SAW MY MmOT I SAW MY MOMm AS A
FIRST BORN CHILE, DAVIR MURSE IN A HOSPITAL.

" o N,
HAVE SHOWN you" CLOUPS UNTIL T COULP SEE IT NO MORE.

I WOKE UP UNPER THE TREE, THINKING ABOUT WHAT
THE ANGEL HADP SHOWN ME.




I AM WORRIED ABOUT
MANA. T THINK WE SHOULD
SPEND MORE TIME WITH HER.

ANGELICA, CAN T
TALK TO YOU FOR A
SECOND2

A 0

I STOPPED ANGELICA AT THE FRONT
POOR BEFORE SHE LEFT TO 60 QUT.

SHE HAS SHORT TERM
MEMORY LOSS, ANDP SHE 15
ACTING LIKE A JUVENILE. T
THINK SHE SHOULD NOT

PRIVE ANYMORE.

I WAS HOPING I COLLP GET SOME FEED BACK FROM ANGELICA, AND SOME SLPPORT.




T
/ DARE YOU TO TELL

NANA NOT TO PRIVE! T
\ AN AERAID TO GET IN A
. CAR WITH HER.

SO, Am T
SHE YELLS AT
ME IF I TELL
HER NOT TO
PRIVE.

VES, T CAN.

WE NEED TO
A TAKE CARE OF HER. I
B LOVE HER. SOMETIMES

SHE 15 DIEFICULT.

CAN YOU HELP ME

" [ TAKE HER SHOPPING EVERY

WEEK, AND STOP BY HER

HOUSE OFTENZ




PEOPLE HER ABE,

CAN HAVE TROUBLE

WITH LANGLABGE,
MEMORY, AND

N my
OPINION,
YOU SHOULR
TAKE HER TO
THE
POCTOR.

HEY, SHE
. CANLEAVE
THE STOVE ON

AND BLIRN
POWN THE
HOUSE.

THIS 15
HARD FOR ME.
THIS 15 MY MOMm
WHO TOOK CARE

OF ME... NOW, I

AM THE PARENT. &




Lo L]

SHE RAISED ME AND M

1y A

Y BROTHERS —-

PR .
i

== CELEBRATED LIFE WITH ME --

s

== SHARED HOLIPAYS --




== SHE TRAVELER THE
WORLP WITH ME —-

== ENCOURAGED ME TO BE A
MOPEL AND LIVE ABROAD —-

. 5 L

SHE WaS THERE WHEN T 60T MARRIED ——

~— AND AT YOUR BIRTH, MY ONLY BABY —-




== SHE WAS THERE FOR
YOUR GRAPUATION ==

i 5HE 15 ST'ILL FIE.'TWE AND
POLITICAL —-




== SHE HAS BEEN mY ROCK
my WHOLE LIFE =-

-= AND HAS ALWAYS THERE FOR NEW
BEGINNINGS -~

EVERYDAY.

SRR

== NOW, SHE 15 GETTING YOUNGER




I PECIPED THE BEST THING TO PO 15 SPEND AS MUCH
TIME AS POSSIBLE WITH HER, ANDP WATCH OVER HER —-

s

== MAKE HER FEEL LOVED —--




== JUST HANBING OQUT --

== BEING THERE -~




G HER OUT FOR SPECIAL MEALS
AND OCCASIONS —-




-.: .EEI:EJ:':LL : . f

== TO MAKE MEMORIES,

-- TO TREASURE HER;
WHILE WE STILL CAN -- BECALISE, WE LOVE HER --




WHISPERING IN R4
MERCLRY'S EAR! 48

L

= AND ONCE IN A WHILE, TAKE HER BACK TO SEE THE OLP HOUSE, LNTIL SHE
FORBETS, AND THEMN WE WILL REMIND HER OF THE SREAT LIFE WE HAVE HAP
TOGETHER.
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