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SECOND
P SEMESTER
"\ \ HAS BEEN 50

I R i
THE FIRST DAY OF SPERING BEREAK.-- .

HECTIC.-.

- I'M SO
' HAPPY I GET A
BREAK FROM
SCHOOL -

L

sy

ESPECIALLY
SINCE MY
CLASSES HAVE
BEEN HARDER.--

AND T
JUST JOINED
D6..-.




MY MOM ENTERS MY |
ROOM -

Hl, LAUREN!
HOW ARE YOU?

I'M 6OOD!

JUST
RELAXING -

/ T'MHaPPY \
/ YOU'RE HOME . TS
TOM STILL COMING
FOR DINNER?

Tab

NS

>-
3 ]
}
I ._.—

YES! HE/LL BE
OVER AT 7.




GREAT! IS
THERE ANYTHING

"\ YOU WANT TO DO

\ OVER BREAK?

FAMILY'S TWO
FAVORITE
THINGS:
SHOPPING AND
EATING!!!

WANT TO
GO TO THE
GROVE, SHOP
AND EAT WITH
EVERYONE!

) YES! I
CAN'T wAIT!!
HOW ARE YOU,
MOM?




GOOD,
HUNNY. BUT, T
_-\; {{NEED TO TALK TO
YOoUu AgouT
SOMETHING.---

REMEMBER
WHEN I WENT FOR
| MY CHECK UP WITH
L\ DR. MCMURRAY THE

. OTHER DAY?

ALRIGHT.-- 1S
EVERYTHING

OH NO..-.

N SOMETHING'S

WRONG.--




THIS NEWS IS
GOING TO KILL
HER.-.

WELL.--- THEY
FOUND A LUMP IN
MY LEFT
BREAST.--




Y MOM BREAKS THE NEWS.--

LAUREN.-. I
HAVE BREAST
CANCER-




GOING TO
HAVE TO
WATCH HER
SUFFER?

MY MOM'S
SICK--. 1S SHE
GOING TO DIE?

AM T
L) GOING TO
_HAVE TO MOVE
BACK HOME?

Y INTERNAL THOUGHTS ARE MOVING
AT THE SPEED OF LIGHT...

wiLL
SHE LIVE TO
SEE ME

L GRADUATE?

b
\
o 3 B

o
b

TR

o
o
o
o
(¢]
o

o

O

IS SHE
GOING TO BE
IN PAIN?




HOW BAD IS

SHE NEED
CHEMO7?7 WILL
SHE HAVE NO
HAIR?

HOW ARE
WE GOING TO
GET THROUGH

THIS.-.

am
| GOING TO
HAVE TO WATCH

MY MOM DIE? {

HOW DID THIS
HAPPEN?




IS THE _ HOW LONG
CANCER . HAS SHE

GOING TO ‘ "\ KNOWN ABoUT
SPREAD? % B THIS?

70 4

]

I CAN'T
STOP THINKING
ABOUT THE
WORST
SITUATION
POSSIBLE.--




THIS IS ALL

T ALWAYS e s BUT NOW SHE}
TOO MUCH.-.

THOUGHT MY - 4 1S...
MOM CcOoULD . .

NEVER GET
SICK... SHE/'S A
SUPERHERO. ..




I CAN'T

THINK THE BUT I'M 8O
WORST.-.. T SCARED...
NEED TO
SUPPORT

HER---




= m—

Y MOM STARTS TO CRY- ‘

I'M SO SORRY,
LAUREN..-.

I KNOW. WE
HAVE SUCH A

ey, . SUPPORTIVE
WL GET ! i A FAMILY.

WE/LL GET
THROUGH




I KNOW... I
NEED TO BE
STRONG.-

" YOU'RE NOT N
GOING TO GO
THROUGH THIS

: ALONE.

I’LL BE
HERE FOR YOU,
EVERY STEP OF

THE WAY.-

I JUST CAN'T
LOOSE YOU, MOM.




I'M NOT GOING
ANYWHERE,
LAUREN.-




"

CALL MY BEST FRIEND,
ONIRUE TO TELL HER THE
EWS.-

OH, IT'S
LAUREN! T
SHOULD GET
THIS.-.

Hl, MOMO. T
NEED TO TALK
TO YOU...




WHAT’S uP?
YOU SOUND
UPSET.--.

m

CRY ON THE PHONE
ONIGUE.

MY
MOM JUST
TOLD ME... SHE |4
HAS BREAST
CANCER... _

GOSH, LAUREN... (e
I'M SO
SORRY.--.

WHAT'S
) THE \
PROGNOSIS? TS |
SHE GOING TO /%



W WE'RE NOT
SURE YET-.. I'M

N JusT S0

8 SCARED...

WHAT I'M GOING
TO DO.--

HERE IF YOU
NEED

B &
T HANG UP THE |
20 DOWNSTAIRS. i

7 KNOW, HUN

JUST BE
STRONG.
EVERYTHING 1S
GOING TO BE
FINE.

THANK YOU,
MONIQUE- T
LOVE You, T'LL

TALK TO You
SOON.

] W

PHONE AND |1

’




h
i
l.
{
¥
[

FAMILY!!

T HUG MY SISTER AND SAY
WELLO.

N~

1 YES,
¢ HUNNY. I
DID MOM S KNOW.-.
TEL YOU THE '
NEWS?




- st -
e £

o

SHE'S
GOING TO BE
JUST FINE.

Al
!
N
GOOD, SHE
DESERVES
THE BEST-
's
e -
= \\ -
|~

WE'RE
GOING TO
GET HER THE
BEST
DOCTORS-

WE'RE
GOING TO GET
THROUGH THIS AS A
FAMILY, I
PROMISE.




THROUGH ALL THE COMMOTION, I FORGOT FOR A
SECOND THAT TOM WAS STILL COMING OVEE.--

Today 5:29 PM

Can | still come over I'm on my

way?? O

Delivered

HE DOESN’T KNOW ABOUT WHAT’S JUST
HAPPENED. --

WOW...
DINNER SMELLS
GREAT!

Hl, LAUREN!
I’M HERE!!




IT/Ss MY
MOM... SHE
HAS BREAST
CANCER.--

YOU OKAY?
WHAT’S THE
MATTER?

BABE, ARE

OH,
SHOOT -
SOMETHING'S
WRONG.--

OH, NO.-.



TOM COMFORTS ME-.

BABE, I'M SO
SORRY...

THANK
YOU.-. T LOVE
YOU. '

T’LL
SUPPORT You
Sl THROUGH IT ALL,
; WHATEVER YOU
NEED... I'M
HERE-

You TOO.-

8 Now, LET'S co ik

SPEND TIME
WITH YOUR
FAMILY!

SHE’S
GOING TO
BEAT IT, YOUR
MOM 1S SO
STRONG- _




TOM TAKES ME INTO THE KITCHEN AND WE SIT
DOWN AT THE TABLE WITH MY FAMILY.
1

DINNER’S
READY!!!




WHAT

2 |
THREE DAYS LATER: T'M WITH MY v iﬁﬁﬁf—rgé NI
MOM AT HER FIRST ONCOLOEY :
APPOINTMENT . CANCER g
e SPREAD? '
T T o 4P |
. ﬁ,wozm&b.._‘ . |
V b ] 3
AT ) J
OH MY . A
cosh... T KR Sl
NEED THESE &l
SHOES!! - o

\
4

"QI\,;‘ |
WE SIT IN THE WAITING ROOM, EAGER |
TO SEE THE DOCTOR.

RIGHT THIS
WAY, PLEASE. /




Hl,
MICHELE- SO
GOOD TO SEE

YOU AGAIN-
PLEASE, HAVE A

| SEE You
BROUGHT YOUR
DAUGHTER WITH

YOU FOR

COMPANY




YES, THIS IS
LAUREN... MY
SECOND BORN.

'! So
: : MICHELE, LET’S
ian GOOD ) GO OVER YOUR

TO HAVE ' TEST RESULTS
YOU BOTH AND YOUR

SCANS...
NG




AND
YOU HAVE

THE BRCA 2
SENE YOU HAVE

MUTATION, STAGE ONE

THAT'S HOw [ BREAST

CANCER.-

COULD GET
BREAST CANCER
ONE DAY?

MEANS THAT
LAUREN, You
MIGHT HAVE THIS
GENE
MUTATION.-

JUST LIKE
MY MOM?Z
BECAUSE OF
HER GENE
\ MUTATION?




Y MOM AND I ARE BOTH IN
HOCK. -.

YES--- WHEN
YOU TURN 25,
YOU CAN BE
TESTED FOR
HER GENE
MUTATION.-. £

AND IF YOU
DO HAVE IT...
THERE’S A HIGHER
CHANCE THAT Yol
MAY GET CANCER
TOO.-




| FEEL LIKE TIME HAS
STOPPED AGAIN.---

WHAT IF T
GET CANCER
ONE DAY?

I CAN'T
BELIEVE | MAY
HAVE THIS GENE

MUTATION.-.

|
FEEL LIKE

I'M NOT THE
SAME PERSON
ANYMORE.-

AM |
GOING TO BE
AS LUCKY AS
MY MOM?




wiLL I BE
ABLE TO GET A
Joe?7 GET

i

IT’'s R MARRIED ? -
LIKE MY Y WHAT'S : { HAVE KIDS
BODY MAY B  GOING TO ONE DAY?
BETRAY ME HAPPEN TO MY

ONE 5 FUTURE?




WHAT IF MY
CHILD INHERETS
THE GENE
MUTATION?

HOW CAN A 19
YEAR OLD GO
» THROUGH THIS.--.

HOW
AM |
SUPPOSED TO
MOVE ON WHEN
SUCH A HEAVY
> SUBJECT
CONSUMES MY

| FUTURE?

M\




IT'S
LIKE EVERY
CHOICE | MAKE
NOW REVOLVES
AROUND
THIS..-.

THIS 1S
ALL TOO
MUCH TO
HANDLE. .. pudt

,l.
:‘E
| NEED TO
GO TELL
TOM..-.




'L\ r 50,
/ I HAVE SOME
'\ NEWS FOR
YOU...

MY MOM
HAS THIS
GENE
MUTATION. -.
THAT’S HOW
SHE &OT
CANCER.--




THERE’S A
CHANCE | MAY
HAVE IT TOO
AND I couLb

KNOw You
./ ALWAYS SAY
| HOW YOU WANT
1\ ME IN YOUR
FUTURE--- 4

N\ GET CANCER 4

: 'LL GET
TESTED WHEN I'M
.‘ 25, BUT THIS IS
s KIND OF A LOT
)\ TO PROCESS..-

\\\\\\\

OF
COURSE IT
DOESN'T,
LAUREN!

BUTT X

DON/T KNOW IF m
THIS NOW
CHANGES

\ ANYTHING-.--




‘1 WHATEVER
HAPPENS TO
You, 'LL BE
THERE WITH
YOU THROUGH
IT ALL.--- :
A ‘\‘ 14 GETTING

/ﬂ /

CANCER WON'T
CHANGE HOW |
FEEL ABOUT
YOU.

BE PRETTY, BUT
WE WILL
OVERCOME
ANYTHING -

AS LONG
AS WE HAVE

/
I'M EACH OTHER.

| LOVE You Y ' REALLY
TOO. ; ' LUCKY---




THE FIRST WEEK BACK AT SCHoOL AFTER




MONIGUE AND T ARE STUDYING, BUT
T CAN'T FOCUS..

UGH.--- |
JUST CAN'T DO
SCHOOL RIGHT

LAUREN, ARE
YOU OKAY?

NOTHING
SEEMS TO
MATTER AS

MUCH AS HER

HEALTH
ANYMORE.--

ALL |
WANT TO DO 1S
BE WITH MY




B | KNOW,
HUN.-. BUT YOU & - . Ligel :
CAN'T DROP OUT | ¢ i el 1. IT WouLD

OF DG OR FAIL [ < MUl mAKE HER SO
YOUR C = HAPPY TO SEE
CLASSES.-. A R YOU SUCCEED!

| WOULD
JUST HATE
FOR
SOMETHING TO




UGHHHHH--- | WISH
SUMMER WOoULD
COME SOONER!




URGERY -

AY, ZO19- My MOM’S FIRST DAY OF

b4

[ WAIT WITH My MOM IN PRE-OP UNTIL DE.
IMcMuRRARY IS READY TO OPERATE. .

' i
v
v - S il |




CANCER FEEE-

SHE’S EXCITED, BUT NERVOUS. SHE’S READY TO BE

i'll

AS THE DOCTER WALKS IN.---

i
| KISS MY MOM GOOD-BYE AND GOOD LUCK

AND JUST LIKE THAT, SHE’S WHEELED OFF

INTO SURGERY FOR 12 HOURES. --




4 HOURS INTO SURGERY: I TEXT
TOM TO KEEP MY MIND OFF OF MY
MOM.--.

Gooooooodnight

Hil mhowisSyeurday,
(o

Delivered

I(fiviesseg
s O 0O nle

QWERTYUI OFP
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A SDFGHJ KL

4 Z X CVBNM K4

123 & ¢ space return

_ i Ya e A ,’..-’._.‘;ﬁ.-__.;_. oz ‘ 22
[SHE EVEN GETS ME COFFEE SO
-ITHAT | CAN WAKE UP-

BEROOKE HOLDS MY HAND TO
OMFORT ME.--

g

d

TOGETHER, WE WAIT FOR MY
MOM TO GET OUT OF SURGERY-




8 HOURS INTO SURGERY: WE
TILL WAIT FOR ANY WORD
ABOUT MY MOM.-.

TOM HASN'T TEXTED ME
BACK ALL DAY...

WONDER IF
EVERYTHING'S
OKAY ...

@ —X

| DECIDE TO TEXT HIM
AGAIN. --
&mmmm%lmfs

@‘ﬂ@@;y@un

Delivered

'/|’|'viﬁ<:ss e

N, 4
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/ -
AND BROOKE AND | CONTINUE
TO WAIT--.

123 & O space return




(oW N
Gliwlseiiling o)

Whylarenittyoulansweringyour
Rhoner™s

Delivered

TOM STILL HASN'T

PESPONDED.. @
: ©@ 0O nle

QWERTYU I OFP

A S DFGHJ K L

+ Z X CVBNMKI

123 @& O space return

DID HE
FORGET
ABOUT MY
MOM’S
SURGERY?

0

AND | START TO CET UPSET.-.

WHY HASN'T
HE STAYED IN
TOUCH ALL
DAY?

REMINDED
HIM ABOUT 4
TODAY 3 TIMES
THIS WEEK--. \
§ 1L




HI,
BROOKE AND
LAUREN.-.
GOOD

YOUR MOM 1S

ouT OF
SURGERY AND 1S
RECOVERING
PERFECTLY.-

»

ol 1

BROOKE AND | SCREAM IN
EXCITEMENT.-.

you'LL
BOTH BE
ABLE TO SEE
HER IN THE
NEXT HALF

MOM’'S GOING
TO BE OKAY!




i

AND SURE ENOUGH, MOM WAS
LOOKING BETTER THAN EVEE.--




BUSY TODAY.-.
I DIDN'T EVEN
TALK TO
LAUREN!

| SHOULD
PROBABLY
CALL HER
NOW..-.

WOoW...
TOM'S FINALLY
CALLING ME




x
KNEW HE Joee=

FORGOT  Ypabawn IT's
ABOUT f N\ 9 PM TOM...
TODAY.-. pdB5..  SRAY I'M WITH MY

HI, BABE! ! S\ MOM RIGHT
HOW'S YOUR ; NOW...

DAY GOING?

REMEMBER
WHAT DAY IT

OH, THAT'S > W \uas ToDAY,
NICE- HOW 1S , : TOM?

SHE?




—

UHHHH--. NO.--.
DID SOMETHING
GO ON TODAY?

FUCK
You! How
couLDd You
FORGET
SOMETHING
LIKE THIS?!

.

YES, TOM...
TODAY WAS MY
MOM'S SURGERY!!

il

00t
T I

SHIT-.. |
FORGOT---

AND NOT
ONCE DID You
MAKE THE
EFFORT TO
_CHECK UP ON
ME!




You
FORGOT
ABOUT THE
ONE DAY |
NEEDED YOoUu
THE MOST.---

DAMN, T
FUCKED UP...

AFTER
EVERYTHING
YOUu SAID

| ABOUT BEING

THERE FOR
ME..-.

LAUREN, I'M

S0, 80
SORRY.---




| CAN'T
BELIEVE THIS 1S
HAPPENING.--

BULLSHIT, TOM!!
SO WHAT IF | HAVE
CANCER ONE DAY.---
ARE YOU GOING TO
FORGET ABOUT ME
THEN TOO?




!
LAUREN... I'D
NEVER FORGET
ABOUT YOU... |

| MESSED UP BI&

TIME TODAY...

7| PUT MY OWN
LIFE AND
NEEDS ABOVE
YOURS AND I'M
SO SORRY... /

YEAH.--. YOU
DID.

| PROMISE X
I’LL NEVER DO

B < OMETHING LikE

THIS EVER

1
T




w=~ vou
MEAN THE
WORLD TO
ME... THE LAST
THING I'D BVER [
\WANT TO DO IS
HURT YOU..-

M GOING
BACK INSIDE
NOW TO SPEND
TIME WITH MY
MOM... T'LL
TALK TO YOU
LATER.




| LOVE YOU,

{ LAUREN. |
MEAN IT... I'M

SORRY AGAIN-

| LOVE
YOU TOO- I
JUST NEED
SOME TIME TO
GET OVER
THIS.

. 3 .
' P v

.

I HANG UP THE PHONE TO GO
SPEND TIME WITH MY MOM IN THE
LosPITAL.




WHAT
TME IS IT?

\ : :
UNE, 2019- IT’S 2 AM- | HEAR A
OISE COMING FEOM

DOWNSTAIRS -

> RAUeTNN M

OH, IT'S
JUST MOM...

Han

aa

| APPROACH MY MOM IN THE g
ITCHEN. ..




| LISTEN TO MY MOM AND ASK HER
WHAT’S WRONG---

| DIDN/T MEAN TO
WAKE YOU.-. | WAS
JUST SITTING HERE,
THINKING.--.




M SO
SCARED I'M
GOING TO GET
CANCER AGAIN
SOMEWHERE ELSE
BECAUSE OF MY
GENE
MUTATION.-.




ONCE You
GET
DIAGNOSED WITH
NO SYMPTOMS...
THE FEAR NEVER
REALLY GOES
AWAY...

MOM, STOP
WITH THAT
NONSENSE.--

AND | CAN'T

GO THROUGH

\CANCER AGAIN.---

| JUST CAN'T.

TO BE JUST
FINE.--




YOU'RE THE
STRONGEST
WOMAN | KNOW,
YOU BEAT IT
ONCE.-.

YOU CAN
CERTAINLY
BEAT IT AGAIN-
I'M NOT GOING
ANYWHERE -

THANK YOU, /
LAUREN- | LOVE N
You.
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WITH EVERY SUBEERY MY MOM HAD |

JAFTER HER FIRST ONE IN MAY...

i S T =R
1o v =y, e
TRl 7 e e e NN e b <ol

2 5@

5

LIN NO TIME, SHE WAS BACK

ITO HER USUAL SELF... R
7 YW, e
PARTYING AND ENJOYING LIFE

==a WITH HER FAMILY!

i
g

" AND SHE WAS ABLE TO

CELEBEATE HER 49TH BIRTHDAY,

_CANCEE FEEE-




i

AND MONTHS LATER, SHE WAS
EATING CRUSHED ICE IN ARIZONA. --

m. hu\.

WE WENT T0 CELEBRATE AT HEE
AVORITE PLACE, DISNEYLAND!!

— -

¥ [JUST LIKE AFTER EACH
UREERY IN THE HOSPITAL!

TALWAYS HAD TO BE STRONE |
OB HER...

TEGT




/ EVENTUALLY LEAENED TO
FOEé/\/E TOM.—_

.‘ HE LEARNED HOW TO BE
b viorE suPPORTIVE.-.

NOT GOING
ANYWHERE.--
YOU'RE STUCK
WITH ME!

M SO HAPPY
YOU'RE HEALTHY
AND HERE
TODAY.--.




| THOUGHT
| WAS GOING
TO LOOSE
YOu.

| DON'T

KNOW WHAT I'D

DO WITHOUT
YOU.

M NOT "
GOING ANYWHERE [=n—_
FOR A LONG .

| KNOW, | - MOM,

' " YOU'RE
LOVE YOU. ‘ ’ g CETTING

LIPSTICK IN
\ MY HAIR!!

THIS ,_
EXPERIENCE \
HAS CHANGED
ALL OF US

TOGETHER.




WHEN YOou
HAVE LOVED
ONES
SUPPORTING
YOU..-.

YOU CAN
OVERCOME
ANYTHING !

AS LONG AS WE
HAVE EACH OTHER-




O MATTER IF | GET CANCEE 0NE DAY, I KNOW 1’LL BE OKAY. ’bb
IAVE MY FAMILY AND FRIENDS AND THAT’S ALL | NEED..-.

e

—— b

LIFE IS TOO FRAGILE.- EVERYDAY SHOULD BE LIVED
LIKE YOUR LAST BECAUSE YoU NEVER KNOW WHEN
THE JOUENEY IS GOING TO END-
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