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Ethograms




Key science vocabulary

* Ethogram



Ethogram

* A catalogue of the observable behaviors of an
animal

An essential tool for collecting data
on animal behavior.



Example from an ethogram

Behavior Description
Stationary Sitting in relaxed position, not moving
within cage. May move head.




Important elements of ethograms

* Clear descriptions of what behaviors look like

* Can be used by another observer to identify
behaviors



Tips for making an ethogram

 Avoid assigning intention/motivation to behavior

* Notice the description of “Stationary” doesn’t say
anything about why the animal is doing this (e.g., it is
tired)

* Focus on describing the physical position/motion of
the animal

* You should be able to distinguish between
behaviors — the descriptions do not overlap.
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