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THE O.J. ISSUE:

O.J. AS ROLE MODEL FOR
AFRICAN-AMERICANS?

,by STEPHANIE O'NEILL

The thunderous, jubilant'

eruption that greeted the reading of
the OJ Simpson verdict outside the
Los Angeles Criminal Courts build-
ing Oct. 3rd was perhaps among the
most visible displays of support for

Simpson.
About 2,000 spectators -

many of them black - danced,
chanted and shouted their support
for the man acquitted of double mur-

der.
"Free at last! Free at lastl"

yelled an elderly black woman,
awash with emotion. -

. "Thank you Jesus," shouted
another. "Hallelujah!"

In the days following the
verdict, local African American
activists challenged Simpson to
come back and give back to the
black community that stood by him

- through the trial. ';
"We don't expect O.J. to

become the panacea for South
Central Los Angeles, but O.J.
Simpson can be a little shot of peni-
cillin,'! said Dr. James Mays, M.D.,
head of four inner- city medical clin-
ics.

Mays said Simpson could
help the community, not so much as
a role model - in light of his record
as a ~ife abuser ,- but rather as a
beacon of long over- due justice for
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"We're just asking O.J. to
simply rethink, if his thoughts have
been away from the African
American community," Mays said.

Sam Theus; head of the 27-
year- old "Help Public' Service
Foundation;" which uses role mod-
els to encourage youngsters to stay
in school and live successful lives,
said the community should instead
celebrate and exault whaLhe says
are its real "heros." ,

"Put a real role model in
there," Theus said. "A young man
that scuffled for an education, that
went through all the trials and tribu-
lations of living in the ghetto and still
made it by staying away from gangs

"But the blacJ<community is
inclusive, it win accept that
person back. The white com-
muntlytends to be exclusive.
We don't exclude easi\y."

"ILO.J. comes back at this time,
there's a possibility he could influ-
ence other celebrity 'types."

The call to Simpson won
support from the Reverend Cecil L
Murray, senior minister of the First
African Methodist Episcopal Church
in Los Angeles, whi-ch counts
among its congregation members of
the O.J. Simpson family and
Simpson trial 'prosecutor
Christopher Darden.

Murray, who has received a
number of death threats since the
verdict, said if Simpson atones for
his documented abusive behavior
towars women, he could indeed play
a positive role in the African
American community.

"Now there is no more terri-
ble a person than a person who
abuses another person... and when
someone in the black community
does wrong: that person has the
obligation to right that wrong,"
Murray said in an interview after

. Sunday services. "But the black
community is inclusive, it will accept
that person back. The white com-
munity tends to exclusive. We don't
exclude easily"

If Simpson ignores the chal-
lenge, "he's going to prove himself
to be the No.1 ingrate in America,"
said Celes King, state chairmen of
the Congress of Racial Equality at a
news conference. .

But not all black leaders
believe a public trek by Simpson the
black community. is rnecessarlly a
good idea. .

and staying away from drugs."
Still, Mays and other

activists 'contend Simpson can do
good in the black community and
that giving something back could
help the former football great with
his own "rebirth." ,

"This is a. challenge to O.J.
Simpson,· Mays said. "If O.J.
Simpson is what the media and cer-
tain persons have. depicted, then
O.J. Simpson may be that evil per-
son ... but I have a feeling there's a
lot of good about O.J. the world
doesn't know about,"
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