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The Undercommons

sources:  
https://ou.edu/content/dam/Education/documents/the%20university%20and%20the%20undercommons.pdf
https://www.minorcompositions.info/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/undercommons-web.pdf
https://anthropology.fas.harvard.edu/files/anthrodept/files/the_university_last_words_fred_moten_and_stefano_harney.pdf

https://ou.edu/content/dam/Education/documents/the%20university%20and%20the%20undercommons.pdf
https://www.minorcompositions.info/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/undercommons-web.pdf
https://anthropology.fas.harvard.edu/files/anthrodept/files/the_university_last_words_fred_moten_and_stefano_harney.pdf


The Undercommons

“...[T]he downlow, low-down 
maroon community of the 
university,...where the work gets 
done, where the work gets 
subverted, where the revolution is 
still black, still strong.”

source:  https://ou.edu/content/dam/Education/documents/the%20university%20and%20the%20undercommons.pdf

https://ou.edu/content/dam/Education/documents/the%20university%20and%20the%20undercommons.pdf


Organizational Charts



source:  
https://www.theinformation.com/org-charts/google

https://www.theinformation.com/org-charts/google


source:  
https://www.organimi.com/organizational-structures/amazon/

https://www.organimi.com/organizational-structures/amazon/


source:  
https://static.library.ucla.edu/
craftassetsprod/documents/UCL
A_Library_org_chart-2023-04.pd
f

https://static.library.ucla.edu/craftassetsprod/documents/UCLA_Library_org_chart-2023-04.pdf
https://static.library.ucla.edu/craftassetsprod/documents/UCLA_Library_org_chart-2023-04.pdf
https://static.library.ucla.edu/craftassetsprod/documents/UCLA_Library_org_chart-2023-04.pdf
https://static.library.ucla.edu/craftassetsprod/documents/UCLA_Library_org_chart-2023-04.pdf


source:  
https://www.csulb.edu/sites/default/files/2023/documents/unive
rsity_library_Organizational_Chart_1-23-23.pdf

https://www.csulb.edu/sites/default/files/2023/documents/university_library_Organizational_Chart_1-23-23.pdf
https://www.csulb.edu/sites/default/files/2023/documents/university_library_Organizational_Chart_1-23-23.pdf


source:  
https://www.theinformation.com/org-charts/google

https://www.theinformation.com/org-charts/google


source:  
https://static.library.ucla.edu/craftass
etsprod/documents/UCLA_Library_org_
chart-2023-04.pdf

https://static.library.ucla.edu/craftassetsprod/documents/UCLA_Library_org_chart-2023-04.pdf
https://static.library.ucla.edu/craftassetsprod/documents/UCLA_Library_org_chart-2023-04.pdf
https://static.library.ucla.edu/craftassetsprod/documents/UCLA_Library_org_chart-2023-04.pdf


“

”

In colonial development, the colonial 
power creates a middle class, usually 
to control the colony for itself.  

Kathleen Cleaver

source:  
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/race/interviews/kcleaver.html

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/race/interviews/kcleaver.html


“

”

[I]n the process of our assimilation, we 
acquire traits of a particular class… and 
that creates a split between us and the 
working class and the poor, the so-called 
‘lumpenproletariat’

from “The Architects of Abolitionism”

Joy James



“

”

Professionalization in academic 
institutions distances many scholars and 
intellectuals from people and 
communities in radical social movements 
who are struggling against oppression.

from “Class Suicide:  The Black Radical Tradition, Radical Scholarship, and the Neoliberal Turn”

Steven Osuna



“

”

The colonized intellectual has invested his 
aggression in his barely veiled wish to be 
assimilated to the colonizer’s world.  He has 
placed his aggression at the service of his own 
interests, his interests as an individual.

from “On Violence”

Frantz Fanon



source:  
https://static.library.ucla.edu/craftass
etsprod/documents/UCLA_Library_org_
chart-2023-04.pdf

https://static.library.ucla.edu/craftassetsprod/documents/UCLA_Library_org_chart-2023-04.pdf
https://static.library.ucla.edu/craftassetsprod/documents/UCLA_Library_org_chart-2023-04.pdf
https://static.library.ucla.edu/craftassetsprod/documents/UCLA_Library_org_chart-2023-04.pdf


The Neocolonial Process in Maintaining Racial 
Hierarchies (and Why We Experience Betrayal)



 Seeking Community



Seeking Building Community 



“

”

To have community, we must commune. That 
is, we must insist on community as an action, 
as a verb.

from "Community as Rebellion: A Syllabus for Surviving Academia as a Woman of Color"

Lorgia García Peña



Who do 
you find 
yourself 

connecting 
with?

from “Reserve & Renew" zine, Issue 6

https://lismentalhealth.org/reserve-and-renew-zine/


Class Solidarity

• Solidarity work is often enacted by, or in collaboration with, 
marginalized people

• Recognize the destructiveness of white supremacy to all of 
humanity

• Solidarity = talk AND action

• Acts of solidarity work to dismantle structures and institutions

source:  
https://sociologicallyinsignificant.tumblr.com/post/168723639918/over-the-word-ally-9-ways-solidarity-is-an-act-of

https://sociologicallyinsignificant.tumblr.com/post/168723639918/over-the-word-ally-9-ways-solidarity-is-an-act-of


“

”

…[T]he revolutionary petty bourgeoisie must 
be capable of committing suicide as a class, to 
be restored to life in the condition of a 
revolutionary worker completely identified 
with the deepest aspirations of the people to 
which [they belong].

from “Presuppositions and Objectives of National Liberation in Relation to Social Structure”

Amilcar Cabral



Thank You!
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Late Career, Six-Figure Income, Positions of Power and Influence
• Individualism, demands of lower status librarians and staff, assimilated, 

instances where identity is weaponized for power and acceptance
• What is done with this power? How are resources allocated

Early to Mid Career Librarians↑

non-degree holding library workers, and part time workers

Power Structures


