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n winter 2011, the Arizona Superintendent of Public Instruction, John
Huppenthal, a former state senator, tried to ban a popular Mexican

American Studies  program that was being taught in the Tucson Unified
School District. He claimed that the course was in violation of  AZ

House Bill 2281 , which prohibits classes that: advocate ethnic solidarity, are
designed for pupils of a particular ethnic group, promote resentment toward a

race or class of people, or promote the overthrow of the United States
government.

To support his claim, Huppenthal pointed to the materials that students were

reading. He specifically cited a book called  Pedagogy of the Oppressed , which was



appreciation of the interconnections between education and political
consciousness is instrumental to any project that seeks to dismantle oppression

and bring about justice. Perhaps Freire’s most powerful insight is the notion that
to be a revolutionary, one must be a teacher. And to be a teacher, one must be a

student of and for the people. ♦

Bryan Wisch is a Los Angeles-based writer and adjunct professor at Loyola
Marymount University. You can follow him on Twitter @bryanwisch. 
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