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APPENDIX C: LETTER OF INVITE 

January 25, 2008 
 
Dear CACE Colleagues, 
  
Thank you to the many of you that have shared your data, expertise, and opinions by 
answering the questions on the survey. I realize that there have been issues in completing 
the survey. I have been working with survey monkey to correct the issues. If you were 
not able to complete the survey you can return and fill out the survey. Data collection will 
close on January 31. 
 
I am Superintendent of Catholic Schools for the Diocese of Oakland, California. I am 
also a doctoral candidate at Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles, California. 
My research centers on the various financial models of Catholic education within the 
United States. My hope is to create a document that will be of assistance to Catholic 
educational administrators as we take a serious look at the financial aspect of Catholic 
education and its mission or role in our Church and our society at large. 
  
In recent years there has been discussion and concern regarding the decline in enrollment 
in Catholic elementary and secondary schools across the United States (Baker & Riordan, 
1998; Bryk, Lee, & Holland, 1993: Youniss & Convey, 2000). Much of the discussion 
has centered on the financial condition of Catholic education in the United States (Harris, 
2000) and its limiting factor to enrollment in Catholic schools. The question that this 
study will address is, “What are the current financial models of Catholic education?”  
 
This study will attempt to define the current financial models, compare and contrast these 
models, and conclude with a discussion of the strengths, weaknesses, and future viability 
of the various models. 
  
Please, take the time to fill out the survey by clicking the link below or cutting and 
pasting the link into your browser. The survey seems to work best in Internet Explorer 
but other browsers will work as well.  
  
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=Cr_2b1U6Ox_2fVVS6JNL1c2aIw_3d_3d  
  
Thank you for your time and patience with this process!  If you have any further 
comments feel free to contact me at rkruska@msn.com or rkruska@oakdiocese.org.  
  
Rick Kruska  
Superintendent 
Department of Catholic Schools 
Diocese of Oakland 
Doctoral Candidate, Loyola Marymount University 
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APPENDIX D: INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW BOARD APPROVAL  

MEMORANDUM 
 
December 5, 2007 
 
TO: Richard Kruska 
 Ed.D. Candidate 
 School of Education 
 Loyola Marymount University 
 
CC: Shane P. Martin, Ph.D. 
 Professor of Education and Dean, School of Education 
 University Hall 
 Loyola Marymount University 
 
FROM: Birute Anne Vileisis, Ph.D. 
   Chair, LMU IRB Committee 
 
RE: IRB Application for Exemption from Review to the LMU IRB Committee for the 

project entitled:  “Financial Models of Catholic Education” 
 
Dear Rick, 
 
The LMU IRB Committee has recently reviewed your IRB Application for Exemption 
from Review for the project entitled: “Financial Models of Catholic Education.”  I am 
pleased to let you know that your application has been approved. 
 
The effective dates of your approval are December 5, 2007 – December 5, 2008. 
 
If this project is to continue beyond December, 2008, you must renew your project with 
the LMU IRB Committee prior to December, 2008. The renewal application must refer to 
the newly assigned number LMU-IRB 2007- F 57. Please retain a copy of this letter in 
your files as your official authorization. 
  
Should any aspect of the proposed protocol change, please forward an amendment to the 
LMU IRB. Should any breech of protocol occur, please notify the LMU IRB within 48 
hours. Please include the LMU IRB reference number on all correspondence. 
 
The LMU IRB operates under NIH-OHRP Federalwide Assurance FWA00004214. 
 
Best wishes for much success in your research project.  
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APPENDIX E: HUMAN PARTICIPANT PROTECTIONS CERTIFICATE 
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