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IS SPORTS THE RIGHT
PLATFORM FOR ACTIVSM?

e Celebrities are quickly becoming more trusted
in political endorsements than even politicians
themselves (Hayat). This is because politicians
are assumed to always have an agenda in
what they are pushing and appear less
authentic (Agyemang).

* It is politicians' jobs to speak about issues and
policies, but celebrities are not required to.
Therefore, when they do speak out, it shows
that they care deeply about the issue.
However, it does mean that celebrities must
enter the political scene carefully to avoid

being perceived as fake or uninformed.

e Celebrities are typically more of a role model
for the public and more easy to connect with
than politicians. Fans often start to mimic
similar mannerisms and beliefs to their beloved
celebrities.

» Social media has aided this view. Celebrities
have taken to Twitter more than politicians
have, and as a form of personal social media,
Twitter appears more real and less scripted
than a speech made be a politician.

* Social media is an easier form of media to
consume for many people compared with
political news sources in that it is easier to
understand and allows for more emotion and
personal anecdotes to be added

(Agyemang).

THE ECHO CHAMBER

O

Our current political climate has been polarized
in both parties. Democrats and Republicans alike
tend to only listen to news sources and follow
politicians on their side with similar points of
view to them. Generally, people rarely hear
points of view from the political party that is not
their own. This causes ideas to "reverberate",
and become more radical as they are not
contested by the other point of view. Athletes

are one of the only

O

ways that highly conservative folks are presented
with a liberal perspective. This is because
conservative people will follow athletes,
particularly on social media, because they
admire them in their career as an athlete.
However, with more athletes speaking out
against racial injustice on their social media
pages, conservative folks who are following them
will also see the political and social content that

they normally would not (Hayat).



